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Course Description: This course is an introduction to the main generic elements of the short story. Students read a 
selection of stories from the mid-nineteenth through early twenty-first centuries and are introduced to the basics of 
narrative theory. Students also learn how to write analytically about fiction.  
 
Prerequisites:  A minimum grade of C- in 6 credits of 100-level university English except ENGL 108, ENGL 199, and 
MacEwan’s ENGL 111. Students are responsible for having all prerequisites required for a given course. Prerequisite 
checks are periodically carried out and any students who do not have the appropriate prerequisite may be removed from 
the course. If you are removed from the course, you may be responsible for any tuition costs up to the date of removal.  
 
Transfer Credit as prerequisite. Any courses from another post-secondary institute cannot be used as a prerequisite until 
assessed and approved by the transfer unit in the Office of the Registrar.   
 
Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Discuss the technical and artistic contributions of a number of major writers to the historical development of the short 
story.  

• Define and use basic critical terms and concepts relevant to the genre.  
• Analyze narrative voice and mood (including techniques such as focalization; direct, indirect, and free indirect 

discourse; interior monologue and "stream of consciousness").  
• Recognize and discuss the literary function of narratorial unreliability or of other sorts of ironic divergence between 

narrator and author.  
• Analyze and discuss types of narrative structure.  
• Discuss the inter-relation of elements such as characterization, setting, plot, theme, and technique.  
• Carry out a "close reading" of a sequence from a short story.  
• Understand the analytic claims of a secondary source concerning a primary text.  
• Write analytically and/or synthetically about a secondary source (or sources) in relation to a primary text.  
• Use appropriate quotation format and mechanics.  
• Use MLA or Chicago citation format correctly.  
• Write to an intermediate university standard.  

 
Required Texts:  
 
Chakyloff, Lisa, Neta Gordon, and Paul Lumsden. The Broadview Introduction to Literature: Short Fiction. Broadview 
Press, 2013. 
 
Camp, Richard Van. Godless but Loyal to Heaven: Stories. Winnipeg: Enfield & Wizenty, 2013.  
 
Both texts can be purchased in the MacEwan University Bookstore 

ENGL 282: INTRODUCTION TO THE SHORT STORY 
 
Section: OP01      Term & Year:  FALL 2014 
 
Course Hours: 45     Credits: 3 
 
Class Days / Time: R 6:30 – 9:30   Classroom: 5-207 
 
Instructor: Dr. Paul Martin    Office(s): 7-266K  
 
Phone:  780.633.3325     Email: Paul.Martin@macewan.ca | paulwmartin.ca   
 
Office Hours: R 4:00 – 6:00 or by apt   Twitter: @pwmartin  Course hashtag: #ENGL282 
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Weekly Schedule: 
 
N.B. Always make sure to bring to class the text(s) we are discussing. Having your book on hand will be crucial to 
your learning. It is also crucial for your success that you have read and, ideally, reread the week’s reading 
assignments prior to attending class. If the schedule needs to be amended in any way, I will post a notification on 
Blackboard.  
 
Sept.  4 Class cancelled 
Sept.  11 Introduction; the beginnings of the short story; and Edgar Allan Poe "The Black Cat" (1843), pp. 17-25.  
 
Sept.  18 Gustave Flaubert, “A Simple Soul” (1877), available on Blackboard; Guy de Maupassant, “The False  

Gems” (1883) pp. 29-34; and Anton Pavlovich Chekov, “An Upheaval” (1886), pp. 35-41.  
 
Sept.  25 Kate Chopin, “Story of an Hour” (1894), pp. 26-28; Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”  

(1892), pp. 42-56; and Edith Wharton, “Atrophy” (1927), pp. 57-66.  
 
Oct.  2 James Joyce, selections from Dubliners (1914): “Araby,” “Eveline” (pp. 67-76), and “The Dead”  

(sites.broadviewpress.com/BIL).  
 

Oct.  9 Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis,” (1915) (sites.broadviewpress.com/BIL).  
 

Oct.  16 Katherine Mansfield, “The Garden Party” (1922), pp. 85-97; William Faulkner, “A Rose For Emily”  
(1930), pp. 98-106; Ernest Hemingway, “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place" (1933), pp. 107-111; and  
Flannery O’Connor, "A Good Man Is Hard to Find" (1953), pp. 112-125.  
 

Oct.  23 Chinua Achebe, “Dead Men’s Path” (1953), pp. 146-49; Ama Ata Aidoo, "The Message" (1973) pp. 195- 
202; Charles Mungoshi, “The Setting Sun and the Rolling World” (1972), pp. 207-211. ESSAY 1 DUE 
 

Oct.  30 Margaret Atwood, “Happy Endings” (1983), pp. 191-194; Alistair MacLeod, “As Birds Bring Forth the  
Sun” (1986), pp. 171-77; and Alice Munro, “Friend of My Youth” (1990), pp. 150-167. 

 
Nov.  6 Colum McCann, “A Basket Full of Wallpaper” (1994), pp. 255-264; and William Trevor,  
  “Folie à Deux” (2007), pp. 126-139 ONLINE CLASS 

 
Nov.  13 Richard Van Camp, Godless but Loyal to Heaven: Stories (2013). Read the entire collection. Visit to  
  class by Richard Van Camp 
 
Nov.  20 Thomas King, “A Coyote Columbus Story” (1993, available on Blackboard), and “A Short History of  

Indians in Canada” (2005), pp. 203-206; Sherman Alexie, “Flight Patterns” (2003), pp. 265-281; and  
Eden Robinson, “Terminal Avenue” (1996), pp. 308-15. ESSAY 2 DUE 
 

Nov.  27 Rohinton Mistry, “The Squatter” (1987), pp. 212-233; Jhumpa Lahiri, “Interpreter of Maladies” (1999),  
  pp. 283-301; Essays returned 

Conclusion and review for final to happen online. 
 

Dec.  4 FINAL EXAM 
 
Students must be available for final exams for courses in which they are registered. Students are also 
responsible for accessing final exam schedules. You can do this by checking the official schedule released by 
the Registrar’s Office no later than half-way through the term in which the exam is scheduled. For further 
information, see MacEwan Policy C2005: Final Assessment.  
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If you require accommodation for this final due to a disability, please discuss your needs with Services to Students with 
Disabilities well in advance of the final exam and advise your instructor that you have done so (see the Polices of the 
Arts & Sciences Faculty page of this outline and MacEwan Policy E3400 for further information). The final exam for 
this course is three hours long. 
 
Weighting of Course Requirements:  
 
Essay 1 (1250 words)  15%  October 23 
Essay 2 (1750 words)   25%  November 20 
Weekly blog responses  20%  Due by 6:00 PM every Thursday from 9/11-11/27 inclusive 
Final Exam   30%  December 4 
Attendance & participation 10%  
 
 
 
English Department Grading Scale:  
GRADE PERCENTAGE  GRADEPOINT DESCRIPTOR 
      
A+  93-100   4.0   OUTSTANDING 
A  87-92   4.0   MARKEDLY  SUPERIOR 
A-  80-86   3.7   EXCELLENT 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
B+  77-79   3.3    
B  74-76   3.0 
B-  70-73   2.7   GOOD 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
C+  67-69   2.3 
C  64-66   2.0   
C-  60-63   1.7   SATISFACTORY 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
D+  57-59   1.3 
D  50-56   1.0   MINIMAL PASS 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
F  BELOW 50  0.0   FAIL 
 
Appeals: 
Term Work: You can appeal the mark you receive on term work within twenty working days of the time you receive the 
mark. Failure to present an appeal within this timeline will result in the forfeiture of the right to appeal. It is expected that 
the student and the instructor will have met and discussed any disputed work or marks before an appeal process is 
instigated. If no resolution is achieved as a result of this discussion, the student must, within the twenty day timeline, 
present in writing to the instructor with a copy to the English Department Chair a description of the decision being 
appealed, the grounds on which the appeal is based, and a clear statement as to the outcome expected. Students requesting 
a review of academic evaluation of work must submit the original work with the request and retain a copy for their own 
records. Before proceeding with an appeal, the Chair will confirm with the instructor that the instructor and student met 
and discussed any disputed work and that there was no satisfactory result. Before beginning this process, please 
familiarize yourself with the following MacEwan Policies: E3103 Student Appeals; and C2020 Grading. Appeals are 
covered by MacEwan Policy E3103. Assistance with the appeals process is available through the Student Life Centre. Call 
780-497-5063 or 780-497-5064 to make an appointment. 
 
Final Exam: Students can apply for a reassessment of a final examination. This application must be made in writing to 
the Chair of the English Department indicating the reason for the application. The application must be accompanied by 
proof of payment of the final examination reassessment fee (the fee is payable at the Registrar’s Office). Note: 

• The application must be made within fifteen days of the official issuance of grades. 
• Students should make such an application only if they have strong reason to believe that a mistake has been made. 
• If the reassessment results in a change of grade, that grade, whether higher or lower, will be the official grade. 
• Before beginning this process, please familiarize yourself with the following MacEwan Policies: E3103 Student 

Appeals, C2005 Final Assessment, and C2020 Grading. 
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Instructor Course Policies: Attendance and participation in any course is vital, but it will be especially crucial to your 
success in this one. With only one meeting per week, it is important that you arrive each Thursday night prepared and 
ready to participate fully. The reading of several short stories per week might seem somewhat light. For you to succeed, 
however, it is important that you take the time to read them carefully and, ideally, more than once. To help you in keeping 
up with your reading and, more importantly, your thinking about your reading for the course, I’ll be posting weekly online 
prompts that will ask you to consider and discuss that week’s readings before class.  
 
Technology is welcome in our class, provided that you’re using it for our class. Our Blackboard site and our course 
hashtag on Twitter will allow us to continue our discussions outside of classtime and to share helpful resources with one 
another. We’ll use technology, I hope, to strengthen our sense of connection with one another as we explore these stories 
together, something which can be hard to do with a night class that meets only once per week. What I and the rest of your 
classmates expect and demand is that you demonstrate respect for everyone else in our course both in and outside of 
classtime. This means, of course, being respectful and considerate online, but also making sure that you’re present during 
class discussions and not texting, checking your facebook status, watching cat videos, shopping, or watching the Oilers 
game.   
 
I am easily reached online or in my office. Please remember when emailing me that you must do so from your MacEwan 
mymail account. We are instructed to ignore student emails sent from other addresses, so this is an important thing to 
remember. 
 
Course Evaluation: Please complete the online student evaluation form with courtesy and diligence. This is your 
opportunity to communicate your view of both the course and the instructor and to offer suggestions about content and 
delivery. In consultation with the Chair of the English Department, instructors review your evaluations and consider 
making changes based upon your constructive comments. The more careful, clear, and thoughtful your written comments 
are, the more likely it is that they will be given serious attention. 
 
Policies and Practices of the English Department 

1. Registration Status: You are responsible for your registration in courses. Course information, including section 
numbers, can be checked on myStudentSystem. 

2. Withdrawing from the Course: You are responsible for formally withdrawing from courses you no longer wish 
to attend. Withdrawals must be completed either electronically through myStudentSystem or submitted in writing 
to the Office of the Registrar. You can check withdrawal deadlines with the Registrar’s Office. If you fail to 
withdraw properly your grade will be based on the work completed.   

3. Missed Tests: When you miss a term exam, test, or quiz, notify your instructor within 24 hours. You may be 
required to produce documentation. If your instructor requires a medical note, it must include the date you were 
examined, the specific dates for the period of the illness, the signature of the doctor (signatures by office staff on 
behalf of the doctor are not acceptable), and a clear statement indicating that the severity of the illness prevented 
you from attending school or work. Notes obtained subsequent to the date of the missed test are generally not 
accepted.  

4. Deferred Final Exams: Students are required to be available for the entire exam period. However, university 
policy does allow for the deferral of exams for extenuating circumstances, such as illness or catastrophic events. 
To apply for a deferral, see Program Services (6-211), where you can apply and present appropriate 
documentation for your claim. Applications must be received within two business days of the missed exam. Note 
that a vacation, even if paid for and/or documented, is not grounds for an exam deferral. An application for a 
deferred examination must be provided to the Bachelor of Arts Program no later than two business days after the 
date of the missed final examination. Application forms must be submitted with appropriate supporting 
documentation. Students should advise the instructor prior to the examination if they know beforehand that they 
will be unable to attend the scheduled examination time. Deferred examinations are granted by the Associate 
Dean, Student Services, not by the course instructor. Examples of approved reasons include serious illness or 
injury (medical notes signed by a physician are required), death in the family, jury duty, military duty, or other 
serious situations deemed as such by the Associate Dean, Student Services. Personal travel plans and vacations 
are not a sufficient reason. For further information please refer to MacEwan Policies C2005: Final Assessment 
and C2020: Grading. You can contact the Bachelor of Arts Office at bartquestion@macewan.ca or 780 497-5653 
to make a deferral application or for more information on the deferral process.  
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5. Late Assignments, Revisions, and Attendance: Be sure to familiarize yourself with your instructor’s policies on 
these matters.  

6. Incompletes: Students must complete at least 75% of the course work (not including the final exam) to be 
eligible for an Incomplete. The onus rests with the student to request a grade of Incomplete. This request should 
be made by the student in writing, by completing, and submitting the official “Agreement with Respect to 
Incomplete Grades” form to the instructor, who will submit the form to the English Department Chair for final 
approval. For further information please refer to MacEwan Policy C2020: Grading.  

7. Students with Disabilities: Students who require accommodation in this course due to a disability are advised to 
discuss their needs with Services to Students with Disabilities and to advise the instructor(s). For further 
information please refer to MacEwan Policy E3400: Students with Disabilities. 

 
Academic Integrity at MacEwan 
MacEwan’s Academic Integrity Policy (C1000) promotes honesty, fairness, respect, trust, and responsibility in all 
academic work. According to the policy, “All members of the University community have the right to work and study in 
an environment of Academic Integrity and a responsibility to protect Academic Integrity by being aware of this policy.”  
 
The policy defines academic dishonesty as the following: “Academic dishonesty involves participating in acts by which a 
person fraudulently gains or intentionally attempts to gain an unfair academic advantage thereby compromising the 
integrity of the academic process.”  Academic Dishonesty includes the following:  

• Cheating: Copying the work of others; or the use, or attempted use, of unauthorized notes, information, materials, 
study aids, or devices in any academic exercise or activity. 

• Plagiarism: The use and submission of another’s words, ideas, results, work, or processes without providing 
appropriate acknowledgement.  

• Improper Collaboration: Inappropriate sharing of work on an assignment that was intended as an individual 
assignment, or students working together in groups beyond the degree of permissible collaboration set out by the 
instructor. 

• Fabrication and Falsification: Falsifying or altering information; fabricating or counterfeiting information 
for use in an academic exercise, or to gain unfair academic advantage, notwithstanding creative writing type 
exercises. 

• Assisting Others in Dishonest Behaviour: Helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of 
Academic Dishonesty by providing material, information or other assistance. 

• Obtaining an Unfair Advantage: Gaining, or attempting to gain an unfair advantage not afforded to all 
students in an authorized fashion. 

• Multiple Submission: Submitting the same academic work in multiple courses without permission of the 
instructors. 
 

The penalties for academic dishonesty may include, but are not limited to, the following:  
• a mark reduction up to zero on a piece of academic work 
• a grade reduction up to an F in the course 
• a requirement to withdraw (with transcript notation) from a program for a specified period of time 
• expulsion from the University (with transcript notation) 

 
A more detailed description of academic dishonesty, student responsibilities, and possible penalties can be found in the 
Academic Integrity Policy. Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. All incidents 
of academic dishonesty are reported to and recorded by the Office of Academic Integrity. See MacEwan Policy C1000 
Academic Integrity for further information. 
 
 


