
ENGL 102 OP02 Fall 2017 macewan.ca/English Dr. Paul Martin

MacEwan University/Faculty of Arts & Science/Department of English �  of �1 6 6-223, 10700-104 Ave, Edmonton T5J 4S2  | 780.497.5346

Course description 

This course helps students to develop 
the academic writing skills they use 
throughout their university studies.  
The essay is the most important genre 
in this course, but students may also 
study works from other genres.  By 
analyzing, summarizing, synthesizing, 
and critiquing a variety of texts, 
students learn how to develop their 
own analyses and arguments with 
appropriate and correctly documented 
primary and secondary sources.  A 
thorough review of grammar and 
sentence structure is a key component 
of this course.  

Note: Students should not register in 
more than one first-year English 
course per term.  

Course objectives 

Upon completion of this course, 
students will be able to: 
• Analyze and use a variety of 
rhetorical strategies 
• Summarize and synthesize 
arguments 
• Organize and develop arguments 
• Locate, integrate, and document 
secondary sources. 
Your instructor 

Dr. Paul Martin  

7-266K (Centre for the 
Advancement of Faculty 
Excellence - CAFÉ)  

Paul.Martin@macewan.ca  

Office hrs: Tues 12-1 or by appt. 

@pwmartin | paulwmartin.ca

ENGLISH 102 
Section OP02 | Tuesday 6:00 – 9:00, CCC 5-102 | Dr. Paul Martin

Why writing? 
Never in human history have we had the communication 
opportunities we have today. With a single tweet, YouTube video, 
or Instagram post, you can influence and inspire millions of 
people around the world and change your life forever. With a 
poorly written or ill-considered post, you can also sink your 
entire career. Thus, being able to communicate effectively, with 
clarity and rhetorical savvy, is the most important skill you can 
develop to ensure your future success. This course is your 
opportunity to improve your writing skills, to grow your 
understanding of rhetoric, and to begin to see writing and 
communication in a new way.

Territorial acknowledgement 
MacEwan University respectfully acknowledges that the land on which we gather 
in Treaty Six Territory is the traditional gathering place for many Indigenous 
people.  We honour and respect the history, languages, ceremonies and culture 
of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit who call this territory home. The first people's 
connection to the land teaches us about our inherent responsibility to protect 
and respect Mother Earth.  With this land acknowledgment, we honour the 
ancestors and children who have been buried here, the missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and men and the ongoing collective healing for all human 
beings. We are reminded we are all treaty people and the responsibility we have 
to one another.

http://macewan.ca/English
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Texts and readings  

Hacker, Diana. A Canadian Writer’s 
Reference with 2016 MLA Update. 6th 
ed. edition, Bedford/St Martins, 2016.   

(N.B. The grammar/writing handbook 
required for this class will also be 
required for ENGL 103.) 

Other weekly readings posted online, 
some of which will be chosen by the 
class the week before they are due.

Graded assignments 

Summary 

Rhetorical Analysis 

Search Path 

Annotated bibliography 

Research essay 

Grammar assignment 

Discussion postings 

Engagement 

TOTAL 

15% 

20% 

3% 

5% 

25% 

12% 

10% 

10% 

100% 

Expectations (yours and mine) 

This course will be intensive and will require full participation and 
commitment from every member of our class. You will share your 
work with each other, learn to become effective and helpful critics 
of your own work, and will immerse yourselves in the process of 
revision and rewriting. In the end, you will leave the course with 
tools and approaches you can apply to any future writing you do 
in or out of the classroom.  

100% attendance and full participation is vital to your success in 
this course. Remember that missing one class in an evening 
course is the equivalent to missing an entire week of a regular 
daytime course. 

Our course policy regarding the use of technology will be 
determined by us as a group. Regardless of the parameters of 
our final policy, it is crucial to remember that you must take into 
consideration the impact that distractions have not only on your 
own learning, but on that of all those around you.  

The best way to reach me is via email. I aim to respond to all 
emails within 24 hours, except on weekends when I will not be 
checking email. You are also very welcome to drop by my office in 
the Centre for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence (7-266K) 
during my office hours or by appointment at a mutually 
convenient time. 

N.B. It is MacEwan policy that students must communicate with 

The official grading system at 
MacEwan University is the 12-point 
letter grade system. While instructors 
may use percentages to aid in their 
grade development, percentages are 
not part of MacEwan University’s 
official grading system. For further 
information, please refer to MacEwan 
Policy C2020: Grading.  

Course Evaluation 

Please complete the online student evaluation form with courtesy and 
diligence. This is your opportunity to communicate your view of both the 
course and the instructor and to offer suggestions about content and 
delivery. In consultation with the Chair of the English Department, 
instructors review your evaluations and consider making changes based 
upon your constructive comments. The more careful, clear, and 
thoughtful your written comments are, the more likely it is that they will 
be given serious attention.  

http://macewan.ca/English
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
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Tentative weekly schedule 

9/12: Introduction 
Writing in different contexts, from tweets to essays. The writing process. 

9/19: “Academic” writing; what makes a good sentence?; summaries.  
READ: Gannon, Kevin. “Trigger Warning: Elitism, Gatekeeping, and Other Academic Crap.” The Tattooed 
Professor. Web. 1 Sept. 2016. http://www.thetattooedprof.com/archives/650 
READ: Konnikova, Maria. “How Facebook Makes Us Unhappy.” The New Yorker 10 Sept. 2013. Web. 9 Sept. 
2016. http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/how-facebook-makes-us-unhappy 
READ: “Sentence Style” in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (128 – 156) 
DUE: Response assignment #1 (on Blackboard). Post any time before class begins. 

9/26: In-class summary writing; rhetoric. 
READ: Essays distributed on Blackboard for summary assignment  
READ: “Academic Writing” in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (sections A1-A4) 
DO: In-class summary (1 hour) 
DUE: Response assignment #2 

10/3: Rhetorical analysis 
READ: King, Thomas. “No Justice for Canada’s First Peoples.” The New York Times. 11 June 2015. 
NYTimes.com. Web. 14 Sept. 2015. http://nyti.ms/1IJjjX1 
READ: Andrew, Nikiforuk. “Newspeak North: The Harper Government’s War on Language.” iPolitics. N.p., 1 
Sept. 2015. Web. 14 Sept. 2015. http://ipolitics.ca/2015/09/01/newspeak-north-the-harper-governments-
war-on-language/ 
READ: “Composing and Revising” (sections C1-C5) in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (sections P1-P4) 
DUE: SUMMARY ASSIGNMENT (500 words). Hand in draft that was written in class and final draft 
DUE: Response assignment #3 

10/10: Punctuation and mechanics; Writing and social media 
READ: Huhman, Heather R. “Are You Tired of Hiring People Who Lack Baseline Communications Skills?” 
Entrepreneur. N.p., 16 Feb. 2016. Web. 4 Oct. 2016. https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/270638  
READ: “6 Tips for Writing Well on Social Media.” Grammarly Blog. N.p., 30 June 2015. Web. 4 Oct. 2016. 
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/six-tips-for-writing-well-on-social-media/  
READ: “Punctuation and Mechanics” in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (sections P1-P4) 
DO: Begin group work on grammar assignment 
DUE: Response assignment #4 

N.B. Dates and even readings are subject to change. Make sure to check Blackboard for the latest updates to our 
schedule. Sometimes we may need to alter dates and assignments due to things outside of our control (illness, 
weather etc.); at other times, we may decide to spend more time on some content, less on others, or add new 
selections to our planned readings based on class interest. 

http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/how-facebook-makes-us-unhappy
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/how-facebook-makes-us-unhappy
http://macewan.ca/English
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Tentative weekly schedule 

10/17: The research process: from ideas to the library 
READ: TBA 
WATCH: Visit the “Everyone’s an Author” tumblr site (everyonesanauthor.tumblr.com) and watch “Can 
Video Games Make You Smarter?” (http://everyonesanauthor.tumblr.com/post/105640872105/can-video-
games-make-you-smarter-weve-all-heard) 
DUE: Response assignment #5: Answer question #2 about the video from the tumblr site. To find the links 
to the secondary sources, you’ll need to go to the actual YouTube page for the video (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOsqkQytHOs) 

10/24: The research question and formulating an argument; annotated bibliographies 
READ: Section R3-e in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (pages 386-9 in the 6th edition) 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/ 
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/annotated-bibliography 
READ: “Researching” in A Canadian Writer’s Reference (sections R1-R3) 
DUE: Rhetorical Analysis paper (1000 words) 
DUE: group grammar assignment (post on Blackboard); and response assignment #6 

10/31: Writing and citing your way to a #$*&#$^ first draft 
READ/REVIEW: A Canadian Writer’s Reference (sections MLA-1 through MLA-5). p. 357-366; 371-394; 
429-440 
READ: TBA 
DUE: Annotated bibliography 
DUE: Grammar quiz 
DUE: Response assignment #7 
DUE: Final SearchPath due date for Fall 2017 is Thursday, November 2nd by 11:59 pm. 

11/7: Peer editing and the revision process 
READ: TBA 
DUE: First draft of research essay (bring four copies to class) and response assignment #8 

11/21: Revising and editing 
READ: TBA 
DUE: Response assignment #9 
DUE: Written peer review  

11/28: Moving forward as writers  
READ: TBA 
DUE: Final draft of research essay (1500 - 1750 words) including draft, peer review, and reflection; response 
assignment #10

http://macewan.ca/English
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOsqkQytHOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOsqkQytHOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOsqkQytHOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOsqkQytHOs
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English department grading scale 

GRADE   PERCENTAGE   GRADEPOINT    DESCRIPTOR 
      
A+  93-100   4.0   OUTSTANDING 
A  87-92   4.0   MARKEDLY  SUPERIOR 
A-  80-86   3.7   EXCELLENT 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
B+  77-79   3.3    
B  74-76   3.0   GOOD 
B-  70-73   2.7    
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
C+  67-69   2.3 
C  64-66   2.0   SATISFACTORY 
C-  60-63   1.7     
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
D+  57-59   1.3 
D  50-56   1.0   MINIMAL PASS 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
F  BELOW 50  0.0   FAIL

Engagement and response assignment grades 

Engagement 
A: 100% attendance (unless due to illness or family emergency) AND active participation in class. Clearly on top of the 
reading and assignments.  Regularly speaks in class and participates actively in all group work. Always engaged in the 
discussion, whether vocally contributing or not. 
B: Missed only 1 class (unless due to illness or family emergency). Participated in class vocally on a fairly regular basis, 
but, more importantly, is always listening and attentive to the ongoing discussion. Unprepared for class occasionally, but 
usually caught up on the reading and willing to contribute. 
C: Missed more than one class for reasons other than illness or family emergency. Clearly behind in the assigned 
reading and writing on at least several occasions. Mostly attentive and speaks in class several times over the course of 
the semester. Makes a good effort to stay involved in class discussion and appears interested. 
D: Regularly missing from class or seldomly involved in class discussions and makes limited contributions to group work. 
F: Failure to attend most classes and/or to participate in any meaningful way. 

Weekly online response postings  
A: To earn an A on the response component of the course all responses must have been completed and and submitted 
in class on the assigned deadline. Responses are thoughtful, fully answer the question asked, and demonstrate your 
engagement with the topic. 
B: All responses are completed and submitted mostly on time. Responses are thoughtful though perhaps briefer and 
less engaging than those that merit an A. 
C: Most responses completed, primarily at the end of the course and/or responses are short, perfunctory answers to the 
prompt. 
D: Only partial completion of the responses and comments show little commitment to making a contribution to the 
discussion. 
F: Failure to complete more than 50% of the assigned responses.

http://macewan.ca/English
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Student Responsibilities 

For a complete list of student responsibilities, please see Part B of MacEwan Policy E3101: Student Rights and 
Responsibilities. 

Prerequisites: Students are responsible for having all prerequisites required for a given course. Prerequisite 
checks are periodically carried out and any students who do not have the appropriate prerequisite may be 
removed from the course. If you are removed from the course, you may be responsible for any tuition costs up 
to the date of removal. Transfer Credit as prerequisite: Courses from other post-secondary institutes cannot 
be used as prerequisites until assessed and approved by the transfer unit in the Office of the Registrar.   

Withdrawing from the Course: You are responsible for formally withdrawing from courses you no longer 
wish to attend. Withdrawals must be completed either electronically through the myStudentSystem or 
submitted in writing to the Office of the University Registrar. You can check withdrawal deadlines with the 
Office of the University Registrar. If you fail to withdraw properly your grade will be based on the work 
completed.   

If you require accommodation for this class or for various components of this class (quizzes, midterm, final 
exam, etc.) due to a disability, please discuss your needs with Services to Students with Disabilities (SSD) and 
advise your instructor that you have done so. In the case of final exams, please ensure that you contact the SSD 
office at 780-497-5886 or ssd@macewan.ca well in advance of the final exam. See MacEwan Policy E3400: 
Students with Disabilities for further information.  

Appeals: You can appeal the mark you receive on term work within twenty working days of the time you 
receive the mark. Failure to present an appeal within this timeline will result in the forfeiture of the right to 
appeal. Guidance for students contemplating an appeal is available through the Student Life Office at 
780-497-5064. Please see MacEwan Policies: E3103 Student Appeals for further information. 

Incompletes: Students must complete at least 75% of the course work (not including the final exam) to be 
eligible for an Incomplete. The onus rests with the student to request a grade of Incomplete. This request 
should be made by the student in writing, by completing, and submitting the official “Agreement with Respect 
to Incomplete Grades” form to the instructor, who will submit the form to the English Department Chair for 
final approval. For further information please refer to MacEwan Policy C2020: Grading. 

Academic Integrity at MacEwan 
MacEwan’s Academic Integrity Policy: C1000 promotes honesty, fairness, respect, trust, and responsibility in all 
academic work. The policy defines academic dishonesty as the following: “Academic dishonesty involves 
participating in acts by which a person fraudulently gains or intentionally attempts to gain an unfair academic 
advantage thereby compromising the integrity of the academic process.”  It includes the commission of the 
following:  

• cheating 
• plagiarism 
• improper collaboration 
• fabrication and falsification 
• assisting others in dishonest behaviour 
• obtaining an unfair advantage 
• multiple submission 

Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic 
dishonesty are reported to and recorded by the Office of Academic Integrity.  

http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_017203.pdf
http://macewan.ca/English
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003660.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003660.pdf
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http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003664.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003662.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003660.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003660.pdf
mailto:src@macewan.ca
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003664.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003664.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003662.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_003528.pdf
http://www.macewan.ca/contribute/groups/public/documents/document/pfw_017203.pdf

